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Therefore, Brethren, ſtand faſt, and hold the T radi- 
tions which ye have been taught, whether by Word, 
or our Epiſtle, 2 Theſſ. ii. 15. 
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L E F T E R 


To THE 


People of Haworth Pariſh. 


HEREAS (my _ 
MV, eighbours and Bre- 


thren in CHRIST IE- 


sus, ) it hath pleaſed 


God Alcaighty,. in his 


Providence, to remove me for a Sea- 
ſon from you, ſo that now I am 
not permitted to ſpeak to you from 


the Pulpit, as has been uſual for ſome 


Years by paſt ; I account it my 


bounden Duty to inſtruct you by | 


Epiſtle, and 2 bring to your Re- 


membrance what Things you have 
B heard, 


The 1 
troduc- 
tion. 


| 


Of AMic- 


ALETTER 70 the 
heard, and been taught, when 1 


miniſtered among you, in much 
Weakneſs. 


Agfliction cometh not forth of the 


' Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring 


out of the Ground: Wherefore, 
without reflecting on the Malice 
and Wickedneſs of Devils or Men 
in this Caſe, I defire that both you 
and I may impartially look at our- 
ſelves, and fincerely conſider, if 
We have not been the neritorious 


3 Cauſe of what has befallen us; 


which I hope and deſire may not 
be the Avenges of a juſt and angry 
Go p, but the loving Correction 
of a mereiful and peine 
Fatber. 


And l, Gift; loch at my 1 
muſt confeſs, with weeping Eyes, I 


+ have not been fo careful and dili- 


gent in Doctrine and Life as I ought 
to have been : Therefore the Lord 
is holy in all his Ways, and righ- 
teous in all his Yorks; and I am 
Punt 


People of Haworth Pariſh. 


puniſhed infinitely leſs than what 


my Sinus deſerve : not to make Men- 
tion of that Fault, (whether great 


or little, I leave the World to judge, ) 


or rather Misfortune, for which I 

now lie under the Cenſure of mw 
benſion from the Miniftry. 

And as for your Part, thoſe 


* 


Ouaſpel Truths which were preached jave teen 


unto you, with Plainneſs and Sin- 


cerity, were become ſo cheap and 


common, (I wiſh I be miſtaken,) 
as practically to be eſteemed by you 


ſmall and inconfiderable ; they hav- 


the Cauſe. 


ing little Iafluence on your Hearts 


and Lives; ſo that you were become 
neither co/d nor hot : Therefore your 


Candleftick is removed out of its 
Place. 


I hope I can truly ay, to my 


of you, and I heartily wiſh the 
Number was far greater, have, thro' 


| V. 


great Comfort and Foy, that ſome _ 


ne. 


the Bling of Gop upon my port 
Endeavours, been delivered frony 


B 2 


the | 


4 


FL 
Boaſting 
vver. 


ALETTER to the” 


the Power of Satan and Darkneſs, 
and tranſlated into the Kingdom of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; ſo that tho 


once you were ignorant, and care- 


leſs in the Matters of Religion and 
your Souls, yet now you know 
what you are by Mature and Prac- 
tice, and are ſeriouſly concerned 
for obtaining a Glefſed Eternity: 
And I daily pray, that he who has 
begun a good Wort of Grace in 
your Hearts will not ſuffer it to 
die, and come to nothing, but will 


continue and perfect it at the Ap- 
bearing of our Lord and Saviour 


Fe ga Cbriſt; ſo that one Day you 
may de my Jay and Crown of Re- 


joicing. N 


But this Boaſting is almoſt over 
when I conſider, what Vumbers in 


Haworth Tanze are yet in the Gall 
of 


*The Aveftle primarily means, the Converſion of 
Heathens to Chriſtianity; but is alſo to be applied to 
many who have been baptized, and yet are as E. 


almoſt, if not altogether, as Heathens themſelves. . .. 
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of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniguity, 
Strangers to themſelves, Strangers 
to GOD and Chrifl, and Strangers 
to their Duty (of which alſo, I 
believe, moſt M5inifters have juſt 
Reaſon of Complaint.) And what, 
in the Vame of Gor, can be the 
Cauſe of this Stupidity P Is it ſome 
fatal Decree of Damnation which 
preſſes down your Souls to this 
Earth, ſo that you cannot look up 
unto Heaven? No, GOD in Chrife | 

is not willing that any of you ſhould | 
periſh, but — all ſhould come to 1 
Repentance, and live. Is it the 
Want of the Means of Grace, and 
the Privileges of the Goſpel? No, 
ſays Chriſt, What could I have done i 
more for this Vineyard, than what 
I have done? Where then lies the 
Fault? O Iſrael, thou haſt: de- 
ſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thy - 
_ Help. You will not come to the 
Bleſſed Feſus, that you may have 
Life! How often would a com- 
8 paſſionate 
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VII. 


Our Savi- 
our's Suf- 


fkerings. 
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ALETTER 0 tbe 
paſſionate Saviour have long ſince 
gathered you to himſelf, and you 
would not? But you ſtill hold faſt 
Deceit, and refuſe to return! 

Sometimes by the Cords of a 
Man, and the Bonds of. Love, in the 
Bowels of a dying Redeemer, IJ have 
with Tears of Compaſſion ſtriven to 
draw you to your Duty; other 
whiles, in knowing the Terrors of 
the Lord, I have endeavoured to 
perſuade you. How often, in as 
lively Colours as I could draw, have 
you ſeen a compaſſionate Saviour 


weeping, bleeding, ſighing, and 


complaining over you ? Have you 
not heard him groan under the 
Weigbt of his Crofs, in carrying it 
towards the Foot. of Mount Calvary? 


and ſeen him ſwoon away under the 


Heavineſs of its Burden, his Spirits 
being weak and feeble, by ſweating 
Drops of Blood on your Account, 


the Night before, in the Garden 2 


Have you not ſeen him betrayed by 
Judas 


Ul 


\ 
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Judas, and forſaken by his Di/ci- 
ples? ſpit upon, ſtruck on the Face, 
and whigpdd till the Blood guſhed 
out ? You have heard and ſeen the 
very Mails driven into his Hands 
and Feet when he was fixed to the 
accurſed Tree / Whilſt in his laſt 
Agony you have heard him call, 
with bitter Cries and Groans, upon 
his Eternal Father to comfort and 
help his dying Humanity, did not 
you alſo hear him pray 25 his Cru- 
cifiers, and for you, who by your 
Sins have crucified him afreſh ? 
And ſhall this moſt Innocent Lamb 
of Gop, who knew no Sin, thus 
become Sin for you, and yet you 


continue in your Unbe/ief and Sins, 


the Cauſe of theſe his Sufferings, and 


infinitely more, and greater? Once 
he took his laſt Leave of rebellious 


Jeruſalem, and in a very little Time 


he will take his laſt Farewel of you 
alſo, if you continue in your O5/ti- 
nacy and Hardneſs of Heart, and 


leave 
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leave you in the moſt diſmal Dęſpai 
of the leaſt Favour, or one Drop of 
VMuoater to cool your ſcorched Tongues 
| in that Lake which burns with Fire 
| and Brim/tone for ever. 

, How often from the Pulpit have 
ments f you been led to the very Mouth of 
j Hel. Hell itſelf ? and in ſeeing the Tor- 
I ments of the Damned, have heard 
the diſmal and deſpairing Groans of 
loſt Souls curſing the Day of their 
Birth, whilſt with Devils they are 
tormenting one another with the 
moſt Maſphemous Execrations, and 
with raging Fury and Anguiſb are 
1 belching out furious Complaints one 
14 againſt another, for having been 
Tempters one of another to Sin, 
| Lewaneſs, and Impiety ! nay, with 
weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of 
Teeth, in vain are crying out for 
Mercy, or that another benign Sun 


of the bleſſed Go/pe/ might riſe up- J. 
on them again, with Healing under 
his Wings? But with thundering 
Avenges. 
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Avenges Omnipotent Juſtice an- 
ſwered, You would not hear Re- 
proof, therefore I will for ever 
laugh at your Calamity / 

Have not you ſeen the Archangel „ 


9 | 


The Mz. 


with ſpeedy Wing deſcending from fen if the 


the lofty Sky, and with powerful 


Damned 
at theDay 


Voice commanding Attendance of Judg- 


both Quick and Dead before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt? Have 
you not ſeen the Sun turned into 
Darkneſs, and the Moon into Blood? 
the Rocks rending, and the Graves 
opening, whilſt numberleſs Vuz- 
bers of damned Wretches in hideous 
Form, ſcarce coming, but muſt come, 


out of their Graves, with ghaſtly 


Looks, in vain ſeeking Refuge, and 
with rending Cres imploring, to no 
Purpoſe, the Mountains to fall on 


ment. 


them, and to hide them from the 


conſuming Wrath of an approach- 
ing Judge? Nay, you have heard 
and ſeen them, with pale Anguiſh 


0 trembling Deſpair, receive and 
WE. C obey 


a 


10 


X. 
Sin its 
8wn Tor- 
mentor. 


A LETTER 79 the 
obey that final Sentence of, Depart 
ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 
prepared for the to and his An- 
gels / 

Indeed, if this was not (as cer- 
tainly it is) the fatal End of a Life 
ſpent i in Wickedneſs and Folly, Sin, 
even in this World, is its own Tor- 


mentor; it being ſenſual, carnal, 


and deviliſh, which only ſooths us 
with cheating Pleaſures, and de- 
ceitfully promiſes what it can never 
give: In the very Height of fleſhly 
and irregular Indulgences, how far 
are we from Hatis faction? and even 
cloyed with carnal Gratifications, 
whilſt our evil Appetites and con- 
tending Paſſions continually grow 
upon us, never to be ſatisfied, or 
get enough Hence we ruth on in 
pampering our Luis: But, poor 
Fretches that we are, the farther 
we go, the farther we are from 


the End! Thus in toſſing and tor- 


menting ourſelyes with ourſelves, 


we 


I 


1 
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we are continually haunted by theſe 
771 rfernal Fiends, our ſinful Inclina- 
tions, beyond Expreſſion | 

For like as the Devil rewards his 
Vaſſals and Slaves with racking 


 Torments in Hell, ſo Sin, his genuine 


Offspring, ſerves its obedient Children 
with bitter and moſt diſquieting 
Reflections for its Drudgery ; when 
the Fit of Sin is over, and we come 
to think /2riouſly, it bites like a 
Serpent, and ſtings like an Adaer, 
and we call ourſelves Fools and 
Madmen a thouſand times over, tor 
doing ſuch Things ; but, Gop knows, 
forgetful of our pait Pain, we are 


_ deceived by our Enemy, and commit 


the ſame Thing again and again. 


To-day we confeſs our Sine, and 


To-morrow we act as if we had 


never confeſſed them at all; ſo that 


this adds freſh Cuts to our healing 


Wound, and we become Terrors 


round about to owr/efves! How 


then can we be proud, or have one 


C 2 good 
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XII. 
The Chri- 
ſtian 


Warfare. 


ALETTER to the 
good Opinion of ourſelves, as long 


as we live ? 
And, Good GOD! what ſhall we 
do? or how muſt we act in this 


lamentable Caſe ® We muſt fight 


the good Fight of Faith under Feſus 


Chrift, the great Captain of our Sal- 
vation, who has overcome Sin and 
Deatb upon our Account, that we 
might overcome both; we muſt 
ſtrive againſt Fleſb and Blood, as well 
as againſt our Enemy the Devil; we 
muſt watch and pray, pray and 
watch, that we, by Grace, may over- 
come ourſelves, and then we are, 
thro' Chrift, the ſtrongeſt of Men; 
but he who cannot reſiſt Temptation 
becomes a Reprobate. We are placed 
upon the Stage of Life as Soldiers, 
to fight againſt the Enemies of our 
Souls, and we muſt either Lill, or 
be killed; we muſt either mortify 
and kill our Luſis, or they will 
mortify and kill us: Unto him that 
overcometh, ſays Gop, I will give 

to 
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to eat of the Tree of Life, which is 
in the Midſt of the celeſſial Paradiſe, 
and he ſhall enter, thro' Chrift Jeſs, 
into the Heavenly City : But unto 
him that is fearful in this /pirizual 
Warfare, and becomes a Victim to 
his Luſts and the Devil, is prepared 
the Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever- 
more : Such an one, as he approaches 
nearer and nearer to an eternal 
World, is miſerable, and ſtill more 
rate: ; Sin growing upon him, 
and producing more and more bitter 
Foretaſtes of a moſt diſmal Eternity. 

Indeed ſome, who in their Life- XI 
time have been dead in Treſpaſſes Bd Re- 
and Sins, we find lying on a dying nee. 
Bed ſtupid, and paſt Feeling, and fo 
they drop blindfold into the Pit of 
Deftrufion. But how often have 
you ſeen or heard of a poor Wreteh 
who has been led Captive by Sin 
and the Devi! at their Pleaſure, 
when he ſaw Death in its nigh Ap- 
rae towards him, in che moſt 

| lament- 


.T 
$ | 
4 
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lamentable Condition? He ſeeks for 
Mercy when the Day of Mercy is 
over, and knocks, with the fooliſh 
Virgins, at the Door of Grace, when 
it is for ever ſhut againſt him; if 
he looks up unto Heaven, Gop Al- 
mighty, armed with Vengeance, is 
frowning upon him ; if he looks 
under him, Hell opens its Mouth 
wide ready to receive him; if he 
looks before him, Devils and damned 
Spirits, his everlaſting Tormentors, 
are ready to attend him into Chains 
under Darkneſs unto the Judgment 
of the Great Day ; or if behind 
him, his Sins fly 3 in his Face, and 
write bitter Things againſt him; 
thus whilſt he is ſtruggling with 
Death, and grappling under the 
Pains of an approaching Diſſolution, 
he is torn to pieces with a wounded 
Spirit, which no Man can bear, but 
he, forlorn WYretch, muſt bear! 
Whilſt his Body is in the Grave, his 
Soul is wandering in the gloomy — 

led 


. —— rc 504 nega ee IA us ro Rho - — — 


# 


People of Haworth Pariſb. 1.5 
filled with the moſt frightful Ap- 
prehenfions and trembling Anguiſb, 
quaking at the Thowghts of the Day 
of Judgment ; when both Soul and 
Body together ſhall be caſt into the 
Lake which burns with Fire and 
Brimſtone for ever | Oh, alas / fain 
would fly, but knows not whither | 
If Gop permit, this Soul appears, 
in frightful Form, to poor Mortals, 
yet Pilgrims upon Earth / 

But leaving theſe dark and diſmal c, 
Shades of damned Souls, let us aſcend of Hes. 
unto the moſt delightful and plea- 
ſant Paradiſe of glorified Saints. And 
how often, in my Sermons, have you 
heard them ſing /eraphic and melo- 
dious Praiſes to Gop, and the Lamb, 
who hath waſhed them from all 
their Sins in his own Blood ? Whilſt 
I have ſought to awaken you by the 
Terrors of an avenging Go p, you 
know, I have endeavoured to allure 
and draw you to Heaven by Hea- 
venly Foys. Therefore often leaving 

the 
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the Threatenings of the Goſpel, 1 
have preſented you with the /weer 
Flowers of Elyſian Fields, to take 
your Aſfections from this ſordid 
Earth, to that Place where your 
Happineſs only dwells. And ſhall 
you ſet your Hearts on this Dungs 
hill, when Crowns and Scepters are 
offered you? Not like thoſe of 
Earthly Princes, who are Duſt and 
Aſhes as well as yourſelves, but the 
Enfigns of perfect Humility, where- 
by glorified Saints are caſting all 


down at the Feet of a glorified Re- 
deemer, and aſcribing the whole Cauſe 
of their Salvation to him, and to him 
alone. Thus, like poyful Mariners, 


who by the Conduct of a ſkilful Pilot 


are brought to their deſired Haven, 


after having been toſſed upon a Zem- 
peſtuous Ocean, ready to be ſwallowed 
up of the raging Sea, and deſpairing 
of Life itſelf, praiſe their Deliverer, 
and the Thoughts of their paſt Dan- 
gers add repeated Jays totheir 5a fey; | 

0 
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ſo rejoicing Saints arrived at their 
everlaſting Ref, in looking back on 
this ze-mpring and troubleſome World, 
in which they were in the greateſt 
Danger of being ſplit upon the Rocks 
of Hin and Sorrow; their paſt Dif- 


ficulties and 8 when 


brought to their Jong-deſired Home, 
add repeated, and yet repeated Glad- 


neſs to their exulting Sozls, and the 


higheſt Praiſes to Fe/us Chriſt, the 


great Author and Finiſher of their 
Faith ! 

Have you not ſeen Bleſſed Jeſus 
with Complaiſance beholding the 
whole Heavenly Choir, and they 
ſeeing, with the higheſt Ec/a/y, his 


glorified Humanity darting forth 


bright Rays of growing Comfort, to 
their everlaſting Solace? As the 


whole of that See Company are 


perfectly happy, ſo every one enjoys 
perfect Happineſs. As the Whole 


rejoices at the Glory and Felicity of 


every 1 ndividual, 10 every Indivi- 
D , 
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The Hap- 


pineſs of 
the Glo- 


rihed. 


* 


J LETTER 7 the 


dual, tho' in the loweſt Station, is 
filled with Thankfulneſsand Rejoicing 
for the Bleſſedneſs and Splendor of 
the 7/hole ; fo that as the Happineſs ( if 
| of the Whole is the Happineſs of 
| every one, they mutually enjoy the 
[ Happineſs one of another eternally ; 
#1 and as their Capacities are enlarged 
to receive freſh ſpringing Joys with 
out Cloy, they poſſeſs unmixed De- 
lights without Allay for evermore | 
But, alas, poor Morzals, borne down- 
ward with Bodies of Sin, and Death, 
can riſe little higher in oontemplat- 
ing theſe Things, than the Deſire of 
enjoying them / and they only ſhall 
know what Heaven means, who are 
accounted worthy to have Part in 
the fr Reſurrectian. 
XVI. With Faces full of rapturous Foy 
Th: Hap- T have preſented to your Vicus, bleſſed 


pineſs / 


the Saints Saints riſing out of their Graves, 
«198 and regardleſs of Mature s Diſſolu- - 
tion. tion, whilſt the Heavens depart with 

a great and oracking Noiſe, and the 


Elements * 
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Elements melt with fervent Heat, 
fixing their Eye on Bleſſed Fe/us 
coming in the Clouds of Heaven to 
reſtore their Bodies immortal! and 
make them like, if not ſuperior, to 
Angels themſelves, as they with 
Chriſt ſhall judge the World. With 
what Acclamations ſhall, they ſee 
him! and with what unconceivable 
Foy and Gladneſs ſhall they, in 
ſpeedy Flight, aſcend out of the ſilent 
Duſt to meet their dear Lord in the 
Air, being made as quick as Thought 
itſelf, or as the Lightning, which 
ſhines from one End of Heaven to 
the other End thereof | Thus tranſ- 
ported with Joy, without Paſſion, 
whilſt they are receiving from Chriſt 
Jeſus an hearty Invitation into ever- 
laſting Miakianiinge, this Earth 1s 
by Fire purified, and prepared for 
their never ending Entertainment. 
By the firſt Adam it was, indeed, 

made Deſolation, and a molt barren 
Ny but by the ſecond” 
D 2 Adam 


| 
1.8 
G 
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ALETTER o the 
Adam it ſhall be reſtored to a pri- 
mitive Paradiſe, in its firſt Charms 
and Beauty; all Creatures whatſo- 
ever, all Herbs, Trees, and Plants, 
all Beaſts of the Field, Fouls of the 
Air, and Fiſhes of the Sea ; in one 
Word, every Creature which has 
been, and now is waiting for the 


glorious Liberty of the Children of 


GOD, {hall then be let looſe from 
the Bondage of Pain and Diſorder, 
and with the greateſt Harmony and 
Agreement conſpire with, and in 


ſome degree partake of the Happi- 


neſs of the Glorified ; that ſo Hea- 
venly Saints, in deſcending from 
Heaven to this Earth, may ſee, and 
entertain themſelves with, and praiſe 


Gop for his Goodneſs and Power 


in the fir Creation, and I ESS 
CHRIS for reſtoring all Things as 
they were at their firſt Formation; 


and in aſcending with growing 7% 
to Heaven, they ſhall perfectly 
know and expreſs, in their everlaſt-. 


ing 
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ing Hallelujahs, the Love of Chriſt 
Feſus towards them in their Re- 
demption, and adore the Riches of 
his Grace eternally ; ſo that both 
Heaven and Earth {ſhall ſound and 
reſound with their never - ceaſing 
Thankſsivings for ever. 


Indeed, if there be any Thing on 


leaſt Semblance to Heaven, where 
ſhall we find it but among the truly 
Religious, whoſe Converſation is in 


Heaven? Turn you which Way 


you will, and tell me, if you can 
ſee any Glimmering of ſolid Hap- 
pineſs any where elſe, but in thoſe 
Satisfaftions which flow from the 
Fear and Love of Goo: and 
CarisT JEsuUs? from a holy 
and heavenly Life, and frequent 


Communion with Angels, and the 


Spirits of juſ} Men made perfect? 
By theſe Things the Candidates of 


an Heavenly Country have the Fore- - 


taſtes of future Happineſs, which 
51 they 
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Heaven 


this nortal Earth which bears the ben 


rth, 
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they ſhall enjoy in Perfection; ſo 
that before they are put into the 
Poſſeſſion of it, tho Pilgrims upon 
Earth, they go on their May re- 
joicing in Hopes of the Glory of 
GOD! Tho they labour hs 
many Pans, and meet with Diſcou- 
ragements, Diſappointments, Trou 
bles, and Aflictions in their Journey 

Homeward, yet theſe they bear with 
Patience ; knowing that Weeping 

will endure for a Might, but Foy 

cometh in the Morning. Tho' Devils 
and wicked Men are permitted to 
ſtop and hinder them in the Way 
and York of their Gop, yet they 
are not diſheartened or caſt down; 
being aſſured that He, who can bring 
Good out of Evil, deſigns theſe 
Misfortunes one Way or other for 


the beſt, and hereafter they ſhall 


have Occaſion to bleſs and praiſe 


him for the fame for ever. If Trou- , 
bles external and internal lie heavy 
on them, they pray, with Submiſſion. 


to 
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to their Heavenly Father's Will, 
that this Cup may paſs from them, 
or be ſanctified to their Hpiritual 


and everlaſting Welfare : Nay, they 


rejoice that in ſuffering they are 


made, in ſome degree, like unto 
Bleſſed Feſus, that in a little Time 
they may alſo reign with him; ſo 
that as they know they muſt follow 
him bearing their CY, it is nothing 
but what they expected in this 
World of Sin and Sorrow, wherein 
if they throw off one Croſs, another 
will immediately ſucceed it: There- 
fore with Courage and an hofy Ręſo- 
lution they preſs forward, thro a 
Throng of Difficulties, towards their 
everlaſting Reſt. 

And now behold ſuch an One 
almoſt at the End of his Tourney, 
and with Moſes placed on the Top 
of Mount Piſgah, to behold the pro- 
miſed Heavenly Country DRAT H 
is perfectly welcome to him, and 


he hugs it with Foy and Gladugſo, 
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ALETTER to the 
as it really is the beſt Friend he 


ever met upon Earth / It is indeed 
the laſt Enemy to Mature; but to 
this bleſſed Soul it is only ſent as 
a Meſſenger to call him Home to 
his Heavenly Father's Houſe Above! 
Hence, like a weary Traveller, fa- 
tigued with the Badneſs and Diffi- 
culties of the Way, filled with Briars 
and Thorns, Water and Dirt, whilſt 
falling Rains, with Thunder and 
Lightning, almoſt cover him, the 
nearer he comes to the End of his 
Journey, the gladder he is; fo 
this bleſſed Soul, travelling towards 
Heavenly Manſions, wearied with 
the Troubles and Aflictions of this 
tempting and ill natured World, 
the nearer Heaven he comes, the 
more he exults and rejoices with 
Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glory; 
thus like the low deſcending Sz, 
ſetting without a Cloud, and in its 
full Lure, this happy Perſon is 
filled with Faith, Hope, and Charity, 
which 
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which ſhine bright, and ſtill more 
bright, as he departs hence into 
everlaſting Light and Happineſs / 
Indeed, ſometimes we find the Ca/e 
otherwi ſe, and very good Chriſtians 
at the Time of their Diſſolution are 
doubtful and timorous ; but Eter- 


nal Goodneſs ſuffers it thus to be, 


to teach us Humility, both living 
and dying, and for their greater 
Comfort and Solace. For like unto 
a Traveller, who is going in the 


right Road to. the Place he aims to 


arrive at, is ſtill full of Doubts and 
Fears that he is wrong, yet, all at 
once, and on a ſudden, he hears his 
neareſt and deareſt Friends and 
Relations, who have long withed 
for his Company, inviting him to 
their Home, and they mutually 


embrace one another with the moſt 


melting Expreſſions of Foy and Glad- 


neſs; 10 this Soul, filled with Humi- 


lity, unexpectedly finds Heaven to 
125 * eaven indeed, when let looſe 
E „ 
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from the Bondage of this Corruption, 
he ſees glorified Saints and Angels, 
with whom he converſed upon 
Earth, and who have been rejoicing 
at his Converſion and Perſeverance, 
with the loudeſt Praiſes and Thank/- 
givings introducing him into their 
perfectly happy Society, and ever- 
laſting Habitations / 
xx. But by this Time you are think- 
led. ing, and ready to ſay, What ſhall 
| we do, that we may be faved? 
Believe on the LORD JEsUs 
CHrlsT, and you ſhall be ſaved. 
He is the only Author and Foun- 
dation of Salvation, both ſpiritual, 
from Sin in this World, and eternal, 
from Damnation in the next. And 
whoever builds his Hopes of Salva- 
tion on any other Perſon or Thing, 
is building on the Sand, and will 
at laſt find himſelf miſerably miſ- 
taken ; for there is none other 
Mume under Heaven given among 
Men, by which we muſt be ſaved, 


15 
but 
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but by Jeſus Chrift, and by him 


alone; neither is there Salvation in 


any other. Thus by Grace you are 


ſaved thro' Faith, and that not of 
yourſebves, it is the Gift of GOD, 
that he is made unto you for 7u/ti- 
fication, Sanftification, and eternal 
Redemption. What then, ſhall we 
ſin that Grace may abound ? or 
turn the Grace of GOD in Chriſt 

gſus into Wantonnęſs? Gop for- 
bid! How ſhall we, who are re- 
deemed from, and dead unto Sin, 
continue any longer therein ? In- 
deed we find the Fl: luſting 
againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit 
againſt the Fleſb; fo that we know 
by woful Experience, we cannot by 
our own Strength do the Things 
which we would; but thro” Chri/ 


ſtrengthening us, we can do all 


Things, even overcome ourſelves, 
and our Enemy the Devil: There- 


fore Thanks be to GOD, who giveth 
8.4 us 
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The Epi- 


Apoſtles. 
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us the Victory, thro' our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt / 

Look at all the Epiſtles of the 


lese the Apoſtles contained in the Neu Teſta- 


ment, or in the earlieſt Records of 
Antiquity, whether written to par- 
ticular Per/ons, particular Churches, 
or to the Catholic Church | in gene- 
ral,] and do not they always, in 
the firſt Place, lay down Chri/# 
Jeſus as the meritorious Cauſe of 
Salvation and eternal Redemption ? 
upon which they build all their 
following heavenly Teachings and 
moral Inſtructions? for it is by his 
perfect Righteouſneſs and bitter Suf- 


ferings, that we poor loſt Creatures, 


by Mature and Practice have Hopes, 
upon our Repentance and Humilia- 
tion, of the Forgiveneſs of all our 


Sins, and of an Inheritance which 


is incorruptible, undefiled, which 
fades not away, reſerved in Heaven; 
and we can never exalt, admire, 


and adore Feſus Chrift too much 
| for 
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for the Riches of his Grace and 
Love towards us; ſo that the | Eye 
of our Faith muſt be placed on kw. 
both living and dying. But how 
ſhall we know that our Faith is 
true, and will be available, thro' 
Chriſt, for our Salvation ? As the 
Tree is known by its Fruits, fo 
Faith, if it have not good Works, is 
dead, and to no Purpoſe; for the 
Grace of GOD in Chrift Feſus, 
which bringeth Salvation, has ap- 
peared unto you all, teaching you 

to deny all Ungadlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent World; 
and let every one that names the 
Mame of Chrift (or calls himſelf a 
Chriſtian, ) depart from Iniquity, 
and maintain good . orks; that this 
may 
Teſtimony of your Conſciences, both 
living and dying, that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity, not with fleſbly 
Miſdom, but by the Grace of 
GOD, 


be your Rejorcing, and the 
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GOD, you may have your Conver- 
ſation in this Yorld; otherwiſe you 
may know, whatſoever Faith you 
profeſs in Chrif, it is none other 


than the Hope of the Hypocrite, 


which ſhall periſh; and you have 
the Marks and S:gns of Reprobation 
and Damnation continually before 
your Eyes. Therefore for Chri/?'s 
ſake, and your own Soul's ſake, take 
in good part and practiſe the fol- 
lowing Counſel and Admonitions, 
which as you have often heard from 
the Pulpit, fo now, from a ſincere 
Love to your Souls, and an hearty 
Deſire for their everlaſting Happi- 
neſs, Jam about, in the Name of 


60D, to give you: Tho' when 


you have done all, you mult ac- 
count yourſelves unprofitable Ser- 
vants, and depend on Chriſt Feſus 
alone for Salvation, that after Death 
your Souls may reſt in Peace, aud 
the joyful Hopes of the Morning of 


a 
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a glorious Reſurrefion to eternal 
Life and Pelicity. 

Live in : 0.08 and the Bleſſing hea 
of Gop Almighty, the Gop of Law- | 
Peace, and Chriſt Feſus, will dwell — 
and reſide among you, and in 
your Habitation; but Quarrels and 
Contentions in your Families, or one 
among another, baniſh the Gop of 
Peace from you: Therefore fly 
Law-Suits one with another ; for 
they breed nothing but Exvying, 
Strife, Contention, and every evil 
Work. But you will ſay, Phyſician 
heal thyſelf ! For pray tell us, who 
has been more given to Law than 
you? To which I anſwer; If by 
Law you mean the Preſentment of 
Criminals at the Viſitations, I con- 
feſs that I never would, to the beſt 
of my Knowledge, ſpare any ſuch, 
either for Fear or Favour, nor ſuffer 
the Churchwardens ſo to do, con- 
trary to their Oath and my Duty. 
And if ſometimes I went to Law, 


it 
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it was for my ju? Right, which 1 


get by Love 


could not otherwiſe 


and Perſuaſion. And as for this 


Time, you know it has been a 
Cuſtom, from Time immemorial, to 
publiſh and marry People from 
Bradford Pariſh at Haworth Church 
without Contradiction or Oppoſition; 
and tho' eight or nine Tears ſince 
I publiſhed and married a Couple 
from the aforeſaid aa =. it was 
nothing but what my Predeceſſors 
had always done, beyond the Me- 
mory of Man ; but finding it con- 
trary to the Rules of our Church, 
I offered mine Adverſary, Submiſſion ' 
and Satisfaction, and that he ſhould 
be ſole Arbitrator in the Caſe, ac- 
cording to his own Conſcience, and 
make a Bill of whatever it had 
coſt him, and I would pay all to a 
Parthing, and never tranſgreſs into 

| his 


* We all believe they were ſent for a Bite; and 
Go Almighty reward him that ſent them. 
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his Pariſh again, if I knew it, but 


wdey res. ft 


keep me to mine own : yet, like 


that unreaſonable Wirerch whoſe 
Neighbour, by Misfortune or Acci- 
dent, has tranſgreſſed into his Field, 
tho' his Veighbour offers him Saif. 
faction to the utmoſt, and that he 
will pay him whatever he demands 
for the Treſpaſs, and endeavour 
never to do fo again, nevertheleſs 
he proceeds in a vexatious Law- 
Suit to the utmoſt ; ſo mine Ad- 
ver/ary, tho he might have had 
full Satisfaction, yet went on, moſt 
maliciouſly, to = very laſt Extre- 
mity of Law. But enough of this. 
As I faid before, ſo I fay again, | 


Of Peace 


which I can ſcarce ever ſay too ane, 
often, nor you and I practiſe too . 


much, in the Fear of GOD ; live 


in — and the GOD of Zove | 


and Peace will dwell in your Hearts, 
Families, and among you all: But 
if you have bitter Exvyings and 
Strife in your Hearts, glory not ; 

F _ 
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for where Envying and Strife are, 
there is Confuſſon, with every evil 
Worb: Therefore let all Bitterneſs, 
and Yrath, and Clamour, and Evil- 
ſpeaking be put away from you, 
with all Malice; and be you kind 
one to another, zender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as you 
hope that GOD for Chriſt's ſake 
will forgive you. Hath not our 
Bleſſed Saviour taught you, that 


this ought to be the great Argument 


in pleading with GOD by Prayer; 
Forgive us our Debts, for we for- 
give our Debtors? And it your Bro- 
ther or Weighbour. treſpaſs againſt 
you ſeventy Times ſeven in a Day, 
and turn again, and repent, forgive 
him: For if you forgive Men their 
Treſpaſſes, (upon confeſſing their 
Fault, endeavouring to make Reſti- 
tution, and promiſing to do ſo no 
more, ) your Heavenly Father will 
alſo forgive you your Treſpaſſes : 
But if you forgive not Men, neither 

will 
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will your Father forgive you. Let 
none of you go beyond or defraud 
another in any Matter ; for the 
Lo np is the Avenger of all ſuch : 
therefore keep Innocency, and take 
heed to do the Thing which is right; 
for that will bring a Man Peace at 
the laſt. But if you do wrong, back- 
bite, and ſpeak Evil one of another, 
beware leſt you be conſumed one of 
another. If any of you be overtaken 
in a Fault, you that are ſpiritual 
reſtore ſuch an one in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, conſidering yourſelves, leſt 
you be alſo tempted. Endeavour as 
much as in you lies, to live peaceably 
with all Men; and to the utmoſt 
of your Power, do all the Good you 
can, both to the Souls and Bodies 
one of another, and of every one. 
Suffer not Sin one in another, but 
modeſtly rebuke it, with Meekne/s 
and Love; and both in admoniſh- 
ing one another, and ſhewing a 
good Example one to another, pray 
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36 ALETTER 70 the 
one for another: And in all Things 
behave yourſelves as becometh the 
Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt 


AX. I put you in Mind to be ſubject 
ence ho to Principalities and Powers, to 
1 obey Magiſtrates, and to be thank- 
ful to GOD Almighty for the pre- 
ſent happy Government, under which 
we enjcy Peace and Plenty, Liberty 


and Property, both Religious and 
Civil; none making us afraid. 


. 2 ee the Clergyman whom 1 
of Clergy have choſen as a fit Perſon, (and 1 
believe neither you nor I are Gl 
pointed,) to ſerve in my Stead in 
Holy Offices, may preach Chriſt, and 
him crucified ; not forgetting that 
only Hope and Foundation of Sal- 
vation ; but may be an Example to 
you in Life and Doctrine, rightly 

dividing the Word of Truth, and 
giving to every one his Portion in 
due Seaſon ; warning impenitent 


97 inners of the Yrath of GOD 
which 


- 
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which is revealed from Heaven 
againſt them, and building up ſuch 


of you in your holy Faith, in whole. 
| Hearts a good Work of Grace is 


begun ; and that you may obſerve 
and obey thoſe Inftru&ions, which 
from the Word of GOD he gives 
you, for your everlaſting Good; 


and have him in Ehen for 13 
Work's ſake. 


Are you Maſters ? Give unto 
your Servants that which is f 
and right, 
ing; knowing that you alſo have a 
Maſter in Heaven, who in a little 
Time will call you to an Account, 
how you have behaved yourſelves, 
riot Aly to their Bodies, but alſo 
to their Souls : Therefore let not 
him, or her, who works Deceit, of 


XXV. 


The Duty 
of Ma- 3 
and forbear Threaten- fers and 


Servants, 


tells Lies, dwell in your Houſs, or 


tarry in your Sight; but chuſe 


ſuch an one for your Servant as 


walks in the Fear of GOD, and 


in a Religious Jay. Or are He | 


CF'm 
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Servants ? Be juſt and honeſt to 
your Maſters ; not ſtealing any 
Thing from them, but ſerving them 
truly, not only when they ſee you,, 
but alſo when they are abſent from 
you; and obſerve and practiſe the 
good Cornſel they give you, for the 
Felfare both of your Bodies and 
Souls. 

XXVII. Are you Parents? Endeavour 


ates to bring up your Children in the 


and Git Fear and Admonition of the Lox ; 
do not only take Care of their 
Bodies, as to get them a Trade, or 
ſomething in the World; but, like 
Abraham, command your Children 
and Houſbold after you, by good 
Inſtructions, and as good an Ex- 
ample, that Religion may be kept 
up, and flouriſh, in your Mames 
and Families, when you are ſleep- 
ing in the Dat. Or are you Chil- 
dren ? Obey your Parents in the 
LorD; be not ſtiff-necked and 
unteachable, but honour them, and 


be 
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be a Comfort to them; and the 
Bleſſing of GOD will attend you, 
both in this Yorld, and that which 
is to come. . 

Are you Huſbands? Love your . 
Wives as your own-/ſelves, and be , Hul. 
not bitter againſt them, nor give 9 
them juſt Occaſion of Fretting, or 
Diſcontent againſt you. Or are you 
Fives? Reverence and obey your 
Huſbands, as it is fit in the Logo, 
and be not 7/{-termpered or peeviſh 
towards them: But behave your- 
ſelves to each other, as being Heirs 
together of the Grace of Life, that 
your Prayers be not hindered. 

Are you Young ? Remember XXvI. 


. The D 
your Creator in the Days of your f Youth, 


Youth ; fly youthful Luſts, and 
thoſe Follies to which your Ape 
inclines you ; begin Religion and 
the Worſbip of GOD betimes ; 
think on the peculiar Delight he 
takes in ſuch as are early Servers 
and Fearers of him; for which he 


bleſſed 
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bleſſed young Aijab when he was 
yet a Child: If you ſeek him, he 
will be found of you; but if you 
forſake him, he will caſt you off 
for ever. 

Nx. Are you in the Middle Age of 
an Life? Repent you of the Sins and 
hood. Follies of your Childhood and Youth; 

let not the Profirs and Pleaſures of 
the World cheat and deceive you; 
labour to be uſeful in your Places, 
both to yourſelves, and others ; 
make Religion your chief Buſineſs 
and Concern; and chuſe the better 
Part, wah Death, whenever it is 
ſent to arreſt you, can never take 
| from you. 

XXX, Are you Old? Endeavour to 
NO redeem your loſt Time; double 
Age. your Diligence in your Chriſtian 

Race; let Niab, Hope, and Cba- 
rity, Patience, ang Humility, haye 
their full Z/ork in your Souls ; and 
as you come nearer and nearer 
Eternity, place your Hearts more 


and 
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and more on your everlaſting 
Home; and run faſt, and ſtill more 
faſt in the Way and York of your 
GOD, towards a better Country, 
even an Heavenly: Your Time is 
ſpent ; remember how / for Death 
is certainly about to cut you down, 
and the Judge is at the Door | 

Give Alms of your Goods, and 
never turn your Face from any 


Poor Man, and the Face - of the 


LorD ſhall not be turned away 


from you : Remember what Ca- 


rity doth ; for it covers a Multi- 


tude of Sins; and that Alms deli- 
ver from Death, and make an 
Atonement for Sins. Therefore if 
you have nuch, give much ; or if 
you have but à little, give à little; 
remembering the Widow s Mite, or 
rather your dear Lord, who has 
given you freely all that you enjoy, 
after he had purchaſed it with his 
own Blood, Oh then, when he 
preſents himſelf betore you, and 


41 


XXXI. 
Of Cha- 
rity and 
Alms. 
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afks an Alms in the Perſon of a 
pbor needy Creature, hungry, naked, 
ſick, or in Pri/on, ſend him not 
away without Relief; but have 
ſome Pity on him who was hungry 
and naked for your fakes; and he 
will fay unto you at the Laff Day, 
Come you Bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the Foumdation of the 
World: And theſe poor Souls, if 
they get to Heaven before you, will 
thro him receive you into Were” 
Habitations. © 
XXIII. Be diligent and indufirious, both 
Haden for this World and another, that 
Recrea you — have to give to ſuch as 


tions, 


need; and whenever you allow 
yourſelves in a ny Recreation, let it 
be inocem, and take Care there 
be nothing of Sin in it; ſpend not 
too E Tire in it; for when 
you db, ed of its fitting you 
for your” Duty afterwards, it be- 
dome and 2 and * 
0 
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off your Hearts from your neceſſary 


Employments. 

Avoid Drunkenneſs ; for Wine is XXXII. 
a Mocker, Strong Drink is raging, 5a 
and whoſoever is deceived thereby % E. 
is not wiſe : This beſots Men's ce6. 
Minds, and ruins Body, Soul, E- 
fate, and Reputation; it makes 
them unfit for any Thing, either 
relating to this World or another, 
and even worſe than Swine, in the 
Shape of Men, in human Society; 
therefore ſometimes you ſee them 
lie as ſenſeleſs and ſtupid as the 
Hog in the Mire, and er whiles 
— Men with their wicked 
and - fooliſh Impertinences, and con- 
tending one with another, like as 
many /avage Beaſts, or elſe ſtriv- 
ing which of them can be the moſt 
profane, both in Word and Deed: 
Thus, Who hath Toe? Who hath 

 Sorftowf? Who hath Contentiont ? 
Who Rath Babblings? Who hath 
* 240, without Cauſe ? Even 

; WF 4 G 2  Drunk- 
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Drunkards, in this World, and in 
the next they ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven : Therefore 
avoid Exceſs of any kind, and uſe 
Abſtinence, Faſting, Mortification, 
and Self-denial. 

_ - Flee Fornication; for every Sin 
Unclean- that a Man does is without the 
— Body; but he that committeth 
andAdul- Fornication, ſinnèth againſt his own 
h. Body. Are you fingle? If you find 
you cannot contain, marry. Are 
you married? According to your 
Vo before Gop and his Congre- 
ration, do not break your Cove- 
nant and Promiſe ; ; but let every 
one of you enjoy his Veſſel in San- 
&ification and Honour: For Whore- 
mongers and Adulterers GOD will 
Jud ge. Let no obſcene Communica- 
tions proceed out of your Mouths, 
nor fooliſh, prophane, or debauched 
efting, whiels is not convenient; 
for evil and filthy Diſcourſe cor- 
rupts good Manners; nay, keep 
5 . 


4 


1 


. 


your Hearts with all Diligence 
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from luſtful and unclean Imagina- 
tions; flee the Pollutions whieh are 
in the World thro Luft; and even 
hate the Garment ſpotted by the 
Fleſh : for no Whoremonger or un- 
clean Perſon can be ſaved. 

Shun giving Way to your exor- XXXV. 


5 Agat 
bitant Paſſions ; for they bereave — 


you of your Senſe and Reaſon, and aud ride. 


cauſe you to commit many 1rregu- 
larities, in Word and Deed, which 
afterwards you heavily repent of: 
Therefore watch over your/etves in 
this Particular ; for they occaſion 


a great deal of Trouble, both to 


yourſehves and others. Beware of 


Pride, and having a too good Opi- 


nion of yourſelves, and deſpiſing 


others; but let every one of you 
eſteem others better than himſelf ; 
and be clothed with Humility : 
for GOD reſiſteth the Proud, but 
giveth Grace to the Humble. 

. Above 
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Above all Things, my Brethren, 


common ſwear not, neither by Heaven, nei- 
wearins- ther by the Earth, neither by any 


other Oath ; but in your common 
Converſation let your Yea be Yea, 
and your May, Way, leſt you fall 
into Condemnation ; for whatſoever 
is more than this, cometh of the 
Devil; even ſwearing by any Crea- 
ture is fooliſh, vain, robs GOD of 
his Honour, and is next to the 
groſſeſt Idolatry; for when you do 
ſo, you call that to be Witneſe of 
the Truth of what you ſpeak, which 
is not capable of it, becauſe it knows 


not your Hearts, which is the Pre- 


rogative of GOD alone. - And he 
who gives himſelf the wicked Li- 
berty of ſwearing by GOD or Chri/t 
in his Talking, whatever Religion 
he may pretend to be of, it is a 
Demonſtration he is a arophane 
Wretch, and has no Religion at all: 
for if any Man among you ſeems 
to be religious, and bridles not his 

Tongue, 
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Tongue, eſpecially in the Caſe of 
common | ſwearing, he deceiveth his 
own Heart, and his Religion is 
vain. Therefore whenever you hear 
any one ſwear, ſhew your Abomi- 
nation of it, by giving him a modeſt 
Reproof in Word or Gefture ; and 
if you ſee it will do no Good, caſt 
not your Pearls before Swine, but 
let him alone, and depart out of 
ſuch Company as ſoon as you can. 


greateſt Enemies. We have all O 3 
caſion to fear leſt the Cur/e of Gov 
for our Sint ſhould be the /ad Fate 
both of our Bodies and Souls, living, 
dying, and to all Eternity: And if 
we conſider this, we need not call 
for Curſes from Heaven upon our- 
ſelves, upon others, or upon any 
Thing elſe, or deſperately call upon 
the Devil and Hell itſelf for that 
Purpoſe. 

Lie not one to another; but al- xxxvm. 
ways, in all Caſes, either ſpeak the Lins 
Tradk. . © 
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Truth, or hold your ' Tongues ; for 
all Liars ſhall have their Part in 
the Lake which burns with Fire 
and Brimſtone; and all Hypocrites, 
Diſſemblers, Flatterers, Tale-bearers, 
WYhiſperers, and whoſoever loveth 


and maketh a L.ze, ſhall be for ever 


ſhut out of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


XXXIX. 
Of the 
publick 
Worſhip 
of GoOop. 


Much leſs ought we to lie, like Ana- 
nias and Sapphira, when called be- 
fore Authority, to teſtify upon Oath 
the T7uth in Matters of Fact and 
Controverſy, upon which the Good 
Mame, Rights, Properties, and Po, 
ons of others do depend. 

Obſerve and practiſe with the 
greateſt Diligence the Worſhip of 
Gop Almighty, both in publick and 
private: You know you have the 


Privilege and Opportunity, had you 


Hearts to improve the Bleſſing, of 


joining together in Prayers at 
Church, at the Hours of Wine in 
the Morning, and Three in the 
Evening, every Day ; which ſome 

Years 
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Years ago T begun, and have ever 
ſince endeavoured to encourage by 
all Means, to the utmoſt of my 
Power. As for you who live in the 
Pariſh at a Diflance from the 
Church, it cannot be expected you 
ſhould be conſtant Attendants ; but, 
if poſſible, fo order your Affairs, 
that you may be preſent as often as 
may be; and take care you read 
the Pſalms for the Day, both Morn- 
ing and Evening, — after that, 
always pray in and with your Fa- 
milies. But as for you who live in 
or near the Town, you are inexcuſe- 
able, if you do not {pare a little Time 
every Day, and be conſtantly pre- 
ſent at Prayers in the Church, both 
Morning and Evening : Therefore 
for GOD's ſake, and your own 
Soul's ſake, forſake not the aſſem- 
bling of yourſelves together, as the 
Manner of ſome is. 

Remember the Lord's Day, com-. 
monly called Sunday, ar the Sabbath 7 
bz H Day, 
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therein. 
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Day, to keep it holy. Come con- 
ſtantly to Churth, beck Forenoon and 
4A er; and take Care your Children, 

if they be of Age, and Servants, 
come with you, to join in Prayers, 
hear the Word of GOD, and be 
catechiſed or inflrufed in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion and their Duty. 


And as you have the Opportunity of 


receiving the holy Communion ſix 
Times in a Year, prepare yourſelves 
as I have often taught you; and you 
are very well inſtructed by the Com- 
union Office in your Prayer Boobs; 

and neglect not, for Chrif s ſake, 
to partake of that Heavenly · Feaſt, 


wherein you renew your Baptiſmal 
Fw and Covenant of renouncing the 


Enemies of your Souls, the Worlu, 


the Fleſh, and the Devil; and with 
penitential and believing Tears, be- 


hold a dying Jeſus, broken and 
bleeding before you. But think not 


that after the publick Worſhip of 


Soy at Church is over, you may 


ſpend 


ö 


| 
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ſpend the reſt of the Day in the 
Alehouſe, or in talking about your 
Trade and Bu ſingſe, or follow your 
Sports and Recreations, and idle 
Paſtimes ; but keep your Children 

and Servants within Doors, and 
ſuffer them not to wander abroad, 

and prophane the Sabbath, and cor- 
rupt one another ; but examine 
them what they can remember of , 
the Sermon ; and cauſe ſuch as can 
read to read a Chapter, their Turns 
about ; and afterwards pray with 
them, and for them: Thus, with 
Joſbua, reſolve that you and your 
Houſes will ſerve the Log. 

When you pray by your/elves, to 1 
wit, Morning, Moon, and Evening, — 
betake yourſelves to ſome private . 
Place of Retirement, wherever it be, ditation, 
and pray to your Father which is in 
ſecret, and your Father who ſeeth 
in /ecret, will reward you openly. 

In the Morning thank GOD upon 
your Knees, for preſerving you the 
HB: 2 
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Night then paſt, from Dangers both 
ghoſtly and bodily; and pray unto 
him to preſerve you the Day then 
following, and all the Days of your 
Life, from all Evil both in Body and 
Soul, and that you may be in the 
Fear of Gov, and bleſſed by Him, 
all the Day long . At Moon pray for 
Perſeverance in his Service that Day, 
and all the Days of your Continu- 
ance or Stay in this World. When 
the Shadows of the Evening approach, 
and you ſee the Might nigh at hand, 
let it mind you of the approaching 
Shadow of Death; repent, and con- 
feſs the Sins of the Day by paſt, and 
of your whole Lives : Thank Gop 
for the Mercies of the Day, and beg 
his Bleſing and Protection in the 
Wight. Think how many of the 
Sainis and People of GoD, whoſe 
Bodies are ſleeping in the dark and 


 flent Grave, are rejoicing in the cer- 


tain 
| NB. Ye are allo to pray for Others, both Friends 


and Enemies. 
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tain Hopes and ExpeFation of the 
Morning of a glorious Ręſurrection. 
You are left as Pilgrims behind ; 
but be you Imitators of thoſe who 
thro' Faith and Patience are now 
Inberitors of the Promiſes ; let your 


Converſation be in Heaven, as theirs 


was, and a few Wights and Days 
paſt and gone, one Day or Night, 
nay, one Minute, will introduce you 
into the glorious Liberty of the Sons 


of Gop, and that bleſſed Company, 


in the Heavenly Feruſalem. 
Labour, in whatſoever Sate or 
Condition you are, to be therewith 
content. Are you Rich, or have a 
Competency ? Be thankful to Gop 
for Plenty, and do not hug or hoard 
it up, as it was your only Happineſs; 
but, without Prodigality, do ſome 
Good with it while you live, and lay 
it out d:/creetly, for the Glory of 
Gop, and the Good of yourſelves 
and others, both Bodies and Souls. 
Are you Poor? Do not fret or re- 


| pine 
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pine at your Condition; becauſe tho 
you be poor in this World, yet if 
you be rich in Faith, you are Heirs 
of the Kingdom; therefore labour , 

| honeſily to get your Living, and 
mind the Concerns of your Souls, 
and you ſhall have Treaſure, with 
Lazarus, in Heaven. Are you in 
Proſperity? Take care of being too 
much exalted ;- for the next Turn 
will be a Fall. Are you in Adver- 
fity ? Be not caſt down; for if you 
be the true Truſters in Go p, there 
will be a Change in this Life, or a 
bleſſed Eternity will make Amends 
for all. Are you in Health? La- 
bour diligently in your Callings; 
and, with MARV, mind the Setter 
Part, which ſhall never be taken 
from you. Are you in Sickneſs ? 
Call to mind what you have been 
doing in the World; repent you of 
your Sins, bear your Sickneſs pati- 
ently, and beg of Go p, if he is 
graciouſly pleaſed to recover you, 
to 
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to give you his Grace and Aſſiſtunce, 
to live in his faithful Fear and Fer- 
vice all the reſt of your Dayr, and 
a fitter Preparedneſs for your great 
Change, and that ſolemn Account 
FE. at the Moment of your Death 
you are to give unto the Divine 
Majeſty; or if by this Viſitation you 
muſt be called hence, your Souls 
thro' Chriſt may be received into 
the Arms of his Mercy, and reſt in 
Peace. Are you in Life? Look at 
yourſelves as Pilgrims and Strangers 
in this World; paſs the Time of 
your Sojourning in Go p's Fear, 
and ſeek a more enduring Country. 
Or are you in Death? Call upon 
Chriſt Jeſus to have Mercy on you 
in your laſt Moments, and to receive 
into Ref? your departing Spirits. 

This Epiſtle, my Brethren, I XL 
thought it mine incumbent Duty to — 2 | 
write unto you; not for pleaſing 
any one, but in Plainneſs of Stile, 


for your Profit ; which, if you 
rightly. 


. 
. 
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rightly peruſe and practiſe, will, _e 


to your Souls Health and everlaſt- 
ing Gain. If it pleaſe Go Alive 
to preach among you again, I hope 
thro' Grace I ſhall come in the Ful. 
eſs of the Goſpel of Chrift Faſaus; 
or if you never ſee my Face: more 
in the Pulpit, it ſhall be my Prager, 
both living and dying, that none of 
us prove miſearry dying Souls for every. 
but all our, Saule may be bound- wp 
in the Bundle .of Life with our 
Lord Ius Us; and we finally meet 


# 


in «that bleſſed Society awd Church 


in Heaven, Where. there. will be no 
Suſpenſion from ſerving our Go D, 
and praifing Him for ever. Amex. 
My Love be with you wll in ON 
En . Amen. Lan * | 
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